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holds his own as a first-class amateur performer, both on
the violin and the piano. His sister, the crown princess of
Greece, a pupil of Rufer, excels on the organ, as does also
the widowed Empress Frederick, while there is not one of
the children of the present kaiser who does not possess
musical gifts of a high order, which are being developed
both in theory and in practice by celebrated professors and
masters.
There is no doubt that, but for the weakness of his left
arm, Emperor William would have been as skilful a per-
former as the other members of his family. As it is, his
devotion to music is restricted to composition and to con-
ducting. The kaiser is very fond of acting as bandmaster
during the musical soire"es given at court, and other enter-
tainments of this kind honored by the presence of the
reigning family. It has been claimed that he is the first
Prussian ruler to thus wield the baton since the days of
Frederick the Great. But this is not the case, for I recall
being present, many years ago, at a dinner at the palace of
Koblenz, given by Empress Augusta in honor of her con-
sort, old Emperor William, who had come over from Ems
for the purpose, when during the dinner the old emperor
remarked that the band of the Augusta regiment, which
was playing at the further end of the White Hall, had
played the ballet melody of e' Satanella'' in too fast a time.
Rising from his seat, and pushing aside the screen which
concealed the band from view, he took the baton
from the hand of the bandmaster, and after exclaiming:
"Very quietly and slowly, gentlemen, if you please/'
he tapped twice on the music-stand in front of him, and
then commenced to conduct with as much skill and art as
if he had never done anything else in his life. Several
times during the course of the piece he exclaimed " Noch

